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Dajah 9/29/2004

Friends of Strays prides itself on the comprehensive care of the animals 
under our charge. We have several beautiful cats that have been here for 

quite some time. Below is a list with pictures and dates of when these 
cats came to us. If you are interested in meeting any of them, 

call Charlene at our adoption center 527-9699.

Friends of Strays

Geri 3/2006

Kolina 3/2006

Mia 3/26/2004

Elyssa 3/17/2004

KingÞ sh 11/2004

Mesha 5/17/2004

Sela 11/1/2004

Eaton 7/2006

Heidi 11/27/2004

Madison 1/2/2004

Ophion 3/2005

SILENT

AUCTION

NEW YORK STYLE

FASHION SHOW

ANIMAL

 PARTICIPATION
GOURMETLUNCHEON

CASH BAR

RAFFLES

11th ANNUAL
FUNRAISING FESTIVAL

Saturday, February 24, 2007

11:30 AM - 3:00 PM

St. Petersburg Yacht Club

11 Central Avenue, St. Petersburg

Tickets $30.00 donation per person

 All Proceeds Directly BeneÞ t...
  Friends of Strays Emergency Surgery
    & Special Treatment Fund

For Tickets Call:
Lori ¥ 727-522-6566

or
Mail Ticket Reservation

Insert
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Newsletter Team
Editor: Lynn Curry

Photographer: Peggy Grom
Computer Graphics & Layout:  Lithotec

Mailing: Harry Morris

Friends of Strays Newsletter
Published Quarterly by Friends of Strays, Inc.

2911 47th Avenue North
St. Petersburg, FL 33714

 Kittens: 628
 Cats: 317
 Puppies: 52
 Dogs: 68
 Total 1065

Friends of Strays makes a difference!

(Please Print)

I  WOULD LIKE TO BUY A CAGE FOR

THE FRIENDS OF STRAYS SHELTER:

Name______________________________

Address____________________________

City_______________________________

State______________Zip______________

NAME TO APPEAR ON PLAQUE
(25 Letters, including spaces)

Please check one of these boxes:

One payment of $425.00

Two payments of $215.00

Twelve payments of $36.00

Full payment to be completed within one-year’s time.

(Please check appropriate boxes)

Friends of Strays, Inc.
2911 47th Avenue North

St. Petersburg, FL  33714

Date______________________________

Name_____________________________

Address___________________________

City______________________________

State_________________Zip__________

LIFE MEMBER

PATRON MEMBER

$100.00 

$500.00 

VOLUNTEER APPLICATION
(Please Print)

Name___________________________________________Date_____________

Day Phone _______________________ Evening Phone _________________

Address________________________________________________________

City_________________________State_______________Zip_____________
Areas of Interest:
(Please Check One)   FOSTER  ANIMALS IN MY HOME

  ANIMAL CARE AT SHELTER        TELEPHONE

CORPORATE MEMBER

new renewal
$100.00 yr.

ASSOCIATE MEMBER

renewal
$10.00 yr.

new

DONATION

CAGE PLEDGEADOPTION UPDATE
Adoptions 1/1/2006 to 12/31/2006

UPCOMING 
EVENTS

FEBRUARY

Open your heart to a senior.
During the month of

February all cats over the
age of 8 years old

will be $20.00

February 24, 2007
11th Annual Fun Raising

Festival/Style Show

THRIFT STORE 
WEEKLY SPECIALS

Tuesdays:
10% Senior Discount, 55 and up

Wednesday through Saturdays:
Managers Specials

See sign in store for details
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What Difference does a will make?
Friends of Stray, Inc. does not receive grants or financial aid from any branch 

of the government or tax monies and relies solely on donations. 
Thoughtful and generous bequests from Estates allow us to finance the
essential services we provide to those who cannot speak for themselves, 

our blessed friends, the stray animals.

Wish List 2007
Small pet beds  •  Pedigree canned puppy/dog food

Iams dry food: any kind  •  Medium cat carriers
Large and X-large dog harnesses  •  Tuna in spring water

Canned chicken breast

ANNE PAREE Folding chairs for adoptors and 
 volunteers, cat beds and cat toys.

GRADE 8 Service   Miscellaneous dog food, dog treats, 
 cat toys, cat food, cat treats, Project 
 CORE collars, pet themed items for 
 sale at thrift store, cleaning supplies.

JEANINNE CHESTER Miscellaneous dog treats, gift set, cat
 treats, toys and food.

DRAKE WATSON  Miscellaneous dog food, biscuits, rawhides, 
 cleaning supplies, cat beds, treats and tuna.

KATHRYN THOMAS  Miscellaneous cat food, treats, dog food and treats.

KAREN BOWLES  Large donation of miscellaneous towels, 
 blankets, cleaning supplies, food and pet supplies.

ANGELA FARBER  Cat toys, supplies, food and leashes.

PAULA GRAHAM  Large tub, dog ramp and miscellaneous dog supplies.

MODERN WOODMEN Miscellaneous dog and cat food, treats
OF AMERICA and supplies.

STACEY COHEN Cat food.

PAM BICKETT  Miscellaneous cat and dog food,
 \toys and cat beds.

NATALIE SHRIVANEK  Dog and cat toys and treats.

DEBBIE CRAVEN  Miscellaneous dog and cat food,
 dog treats, dog and cat toys.

    Paws Applause to... Friends of Strays participated in 
the St. Petersburg’s annual San-
ta Day Parade on December 2nd 
sponsored by the St. Petersburg 
Lion’s Club. As usual we had a 
huge response. We just wanted 
to give a special thank you to Girl 
Scout Troup #378 from Pinellas 
Park for helping us with the pa-
rade this year. Another special 
thanks to CW44 for donating 
many boxes of beads. We look 
forward to participating in the 
event again next year.

Trade In, Trade Up
Another successful year 
at Stein Mart. We 
collected 10 racks of  
clothes from both 
Stein Mart locations. 
A special thanks to 
Karen for all of  
her help. Everything 
turned out purrfect!

MODERN WOODMEN OF AMERICA

GRADE 8 SERVICE PROJECT CORE



A letter of 
introduction
This is Karla Bard, D.V.M. 
She is a graduate of the Uni-
versity of Florida. She loves 
emergency medicine. She 
works shifts at the Emergen-
cy Clinic here in St. Peters-

burg. Our veterinary technician was working 
relief shifts there as well. The subject of Friends 
of Strays needing another veterinarian to do 
our spays and neuters came up and Dr. Bard 
was very interested. That was more than four 
years ago. She was elected to the board almost 
three years ago. She Þ nds the work here very 
rewarding and challenging. 

Friends of Strays operates on an emergency basis every day as we never 
know what is coming in the door. Her dedication to this organization is heart-
warming. She is available to us 24 hours a day, seven days a week. We are so 
lucky to have her. The pictures are from her most recent birthday. She is a big 
gator fan, so we collected some Gator stuff and set up her own tailgate party. 
It was great.
4 13

Letters from our Readers
PRINCESS
This little beauty was found and brought 
to an emergency clinic with a severly bro-
ken leg and her tail had the tissue stripped 
off. She was stabilized and the veterinar-
ian had to remove the last third of her tail 
right away. The leg injury had to wait until 
she was a little bigger and less shocky. She 
was transported to our shelter with a ban-
dage on her leg bigger than she was. We 
observed her for a week and put some weight on her to prepare her for her 
next surgery. Due to the severity of the fracture, her rear leg had to be am-
putated. She recovered in one day and now all she needs is to grow. She 
feels much better now that she does not have to carry around the huge ban-
dage. When you pick her up, she purrs and curls up in your arms. She is 
such a “Princess”.

Hi ladies! I wanted to let you all know that the kids are getting along Þ ne 
now. I think that me having to go out of town actually helped, because Kaiya 
had time to adjust without really needing to be jealous. I was really worried, 
because Kaiya & I are extremely close and I felt like I 
was alienating her. There is still a little adjusting to 
do, but I know we will all be Þ ne. I decided to keep the 
name Phoenix for the kitten, because it was the Þ rebird 
in mythology, and she sure is full of Þ re!! Everytime I 
turn around she is crawling up my jeans!! Her favorite 
spot seems to be either right next to your face when you 
are laying down, or up on your shoulder. Thanks for the 
wonderful cats, and I’ll continue to send pictures if you 
like.

                                              Cori Scharp

Hello and welcome to my (cat) camera page. We adopted 
two adorable cats from Friends of Strays in Saint Peters-
burg, Florida. A few words about Friends of Strays - they 
are a no-kill shelter, run by a staff and volunteers who 
are the best! I highly recommend them if you’re looking 
for that special pet.

Oscar & Felix are both 5 months old and since they were 
born together we didn’t want to seperate them. The black 
cat (Oscar) is very curious and welcomes new adven-
tures while the white cat (Felix) is much more timid and 
needs lots of assurances that everything is alright.

We got the cats on Tuesday, October 10, 2006 so they 
are still checking out the house. When we � rst let them 
loose in the house they found a hiding place under our 
bed. Oscar was out exploring the rest of the house by 
Thursday. Felix on the other hand took a little more time.

Every couple of days or so, both Oscar and Felix will sit 
with us on the sofa. Usually though they like to play, eat 
and sleep. The blue object is a plastic storage bin turned 
on it’s side for Oscar and Felix to play in. Sometimes 
I’ll catch Felix on the inside while Oscar will be on the 
outside and they will be chasing each other. The object 
on the carpet near the center of the pictures is the sun 

shining through the blinds.

The page will refresh every 5 minutes. The time shown 
under each picture is the time the picture was taken. 
My camera takes a snapshot when anything moves in 
front of the camera. Usually this is the cats playing and 
exploring. Sometimes it’s me. In the “Latest 99 pictures” 
you may notice some pictures not appearing. I remove 
any pictures 
that are not 
of Oscar or 
Felix.

On October 10, 2006 I adopted 2 cats from you (Friends of Strays, Inc.). Their names were Irwin and 
Dilbert. I’m writing to thank you for providing this service and to let you know the cats (renamed 
Oscar & Felix) are doing � ne. In fact, you can see them anytime on my Internet site. I have a camera 
taking pictures of their food bowl when they visit it. The page is: http://www.digitalsynergistics.com/
webcam/index.php.
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Letters from our Readers

Noah and Conway joined our 

family on 09/24/06, they adjusted 

easily to their new surround-

ings and play together quite well. 

Thanks for letting us adopt them!

Marla Spruill and 

Cheryl DesmaraisA quiet moment in front of the Þ replace. Noah on the left and Conway on the right.

Dear Friends,
I am writing this letter on Halloween Day. It was eight years ago today that I adopted a 10 week old puppy from 
the Friends of Strays. I named him Lucky. From the day I adopted him I began to have good luck. I found a good 
job that I really loved. I walked Lucky every day so I lost weight and I got to know all my neighbors really well 
and made some great friends. Best of all I met my husband while walking Lucky. My husband and I lived on the 
same street. Every night after dinner Bill would sit in his front yard and have a cigar. I would walk Lucky after 
dinner and Lucky would pull me to Bill’s house and up his driveway and jump all over him and kiss him. If 
Lucky loved Bill that much I thought that he must be a wonderful man. We were married a year later.

It has been eight years since I adopted Lucky and he is slowing down a little. Bill and I take Lucky for a ride 
nearly every night in his Mustang convertible. We love our “Lucky” dog and the good luck he has brought us.

Sincerely,
Pat Bowman

Friends of Strays:

Just wanted to give you an update on the dog we adopted from you. 
His name was Dieter, but we changed it to Benjy.

He is a very good dog. He is house broken but we still let him sleep in 
his cage at night. He liked to go outside. We let him out some during 
the day so he can exercise and wear off some of his energy. He thinks 
he can climb the oak tree in our back yard. He thinks he can catch a 
squirrel that comes and goes up there. He also likes to chase lizards 
but he can’t catch them. We had to fence in all our ß owers because he 
thought he had to water them for us. When he is inside he wants to 
play all the time. He loves his toys. Sometimes he will toss his food up 
and chase it before he eats it. He is really cute and funny. Thank you 
so much for Benjy. He is our baby. We love him very much.

                                               Gene & Tula 5

Letters from our Readers
Has Grown!

Due to the overwhelming popularity of this section, we have expanded.
Everyone loves to read about our critters after they have found their forever home!

Friends of Strays,

Merry Christmas! Wanted to let you know Lola 
aka “Jasmine” is doing really well and we love 
having her as a part of our family. Our other dog 
Meatball has a new best friend!

Happy Holidays!
Mark & Stacy Gasparini

Dear Friends of Strays,

Just wanted to pass along a note of thanks and let you know 
your organization serves well.

In August of 1990 we adopted a domestic short-haired, or-
ange and white cat we named Mario. He was born May 10, 
1990 and was sheltered with Anne Newton of St. Petersburg 
before we adopted him at a pet store at Pinellas Square Mall.

We took him home to our small apartment then and for the 
Þ rst week or so weren’t sure if we made the right decision to 
take on such a responsibility. But we stuck with it and he 
became a member of the household.

Through many years, different apartments onto different 
houses, and eventually different states in the country, Mario 
was a loving companion.

He had a long, healthy life and only recently passed away in 
his sleep in September 2006 at the old age of 16.

I was cleaning out some Þ ling cabinets recently and came 
upon his original adoption paper from your organization. 
And well, just wanted to send a note of thanks and let you 
know what a nice organization you have and that Mario had 
a good life thanks to your program.

Thanks -
Jeff Thomas, Tiverton, Rhode Island

Hello,

Mazy, formerly 
Adrian, formerly
Menne!

Menne was the adoption name, since we did have Rocky, our Maine Coone, we 
thought that Adrian would be a great name for her (the movie Rocky), but seeing 
that she is just absolutely crazy, we had to Þ nd a name that Þ t her so it has been 
Mazy for “Crazy Mazy”!

Mazy was so excited that she was one of the 
“Stars” in the October issue of “The Paw Street Journal” that she got 
treated to her coffee & breakfast at the new breakfast bar so she can Þ nish 
reading the articles & since she loves to sit on the bar seats so much hav-
ing to know what is going on behind the counter all the time...constantly 
meddling & being always nosy!

Mazy is doing great! A bit crazy to say & is still the joy of the house!

Thanks again,
Tony & Anna Ramsey/St. Petersburg



This little guy came 
to Friends of Strays 
mid-September. He 
was a little gray 
ball of fur. He got 
his name Wallaby 
because when you 
picked him up, he 
would curl up into 
a little ball with his 
back legs up around his head like a little 
kangaroo or wallaby in its mothers pouch. He 
was quite thin and shy as well. We spoiled 
him and he soon came out of his shell but 
still liked to curl up when he was picked up. 
He was adopted by a young lady that has a 
little dog that loves kitties. She last reported 
that Wallaby and Briley are best buddies. 
They wrestle, chase and bite each other all 
the time. Wallaby sleeps on her head every 
night.

We would like to thank the 
Friends of Strays for letting us 
adopt out our dachshund we 
named Rusty.

We lost our other dachshund Buddy on April 4th of 
this year.  We wanted to get another one right away, but 
we waited, and I’m so glad we did. Because Rusty is 
such a sweet and lovable dog, and we love him dearly. If 
it hadn’t been for Friends of Strays, we might still be try-
ing to � ll that void. But that void has been � lled, thanks 
to them.

He has a good home with toys, a nice soft bed, plenty of 
food (thanks to the Friends of Strays), and lots of love and 
affection.  And none to say the least, he is spoiled rotten.

We want to thank Robert and all the staff, for giving 
us the opportunity to adopt Rusty. And giving us happi-
ness again, to have a dog to love and cherish.

Rusty thanks all of you too for letting him be part of 
our lives. And I’m sure he’ll always remember all of you, 
because you gave him a nice and loving home, and took 
good care of him there at Friends of Strays. And we’ll 
keep you updated as to how he is doing.

Thank you again Robert, all the staff, Friends of 
Strays for everything and God Bless you.

Rose and Bill
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Letters from our Readers

Hi Friends of Strays,

We adopted Boomer almost two years ago. The boys 
love him very much. He used to be called Fang, but he 
is so friendly, we had to call him Boomer. He is a part 
of the family and Danny wants me to tell you that 
you cannot have him back.

God Bless,
John

Friends of Strays,

We are so blessed to have been able to adopt “Jon-
Quil”. We call her Bella. She has brought us so 
much love and has completed our family. She is 
so lovable and has a wonderful personality. She 
is a ball of energy and loves her toys. We couldn’t 
have picked a better kitten for our family. She has 
deÞ nitely made herself at home.

Thanks for everything!
William & Kimberly Hamer

My name is Jennifer. Three years ago, I was 
adopted by my mommy, Kathryn, and my daddy, 
Aaron. When they brought me home, I was only 
nine weeks old, and only weighed two pounds 
and two ounces. I just celebrated my third birth-
day this past November 15th, and I am a healthy 
thirteen pounds. My mommy and daddy got 
married this past May and we are a happy fam-
ily. I live in a nice big apartment with lots of toys 
and plenty of love. Thank you Friends of Strays 
for rescuing me and bringing me a great family!!

Your Kitty Friend,
Jennifer
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IN HONOR OF ANIMALS FROM 
Babee, Capri & Cairo Marilyn Hulsey
Nicky George Odom
Overtime Kathleen Dernberger
Sam & Sadie Annechien Vanderdrift
Sparky Regina Bailey

NEW PATRON
Paul Armstrong                       Theresa Ross

CORPORATE
Chiropractic & Applied Kinesiology Clinic, Inc.

City Side Lounge
Encompass Unlimited, Inc.

First Choice Equestrian Center, Inc.
Kenwood Plaza

NEW LIFE MEMBERS
Joyce Hopper

Fran Kelly
Suzanne Marchiselli

Susan Murphy
George & Jeannine Porter

Geogette Rasmussen
Gloria Shepard

Suzanne Barcaro
Patricia Clement

Jon Corey
Edna Davison
Shirley Galton

Christine Grabenstein
M/M Heim

Larry Henricks

IN MEMORY OF 
JACQUELINE WANTLAND

Jean Bomonti
Beatrice Cameron

Susie Case
Olga Cheyunski
John Eastman

James & Suzanne Forcucci
Deborah & Martin Guerrero

M/M Daniel Harvey
Walter & Karilyn Jaap

Alice Kozloski

James Peebles
Carol Phelps
Drue Raylean

Deloros Scales
Judy Sellers

William & Beverly Smoak
Stein Medical Institute

Mary Jo Wantland
Rita Wellman

Letters from our Readers

Hi again, remember me? I’m Lola. I used to live there until a really loving 
couple came in and found me. Actually, I found them. I meowed and reached 
out of my cage at them. Yeah, they picked me!! I have a new brother now, too. 
His name is Sam. We hang out a lot but he prefers to lay out in the Florida 
room and catch some rays. Me, I run around the house, and slide across the 
bare ß oors. My parents laugh at me when I slide around. I have lots of toys 
too! See me in my cube? I like to dive bomb into it. It’s a cool place to hide and 
jump out at my brother! Look at our new climbing tree! I really like the top 
and have kind of claimed it as mine, but I share.

My parents wanted to donate what they could to help out, on behalf of me. 
You took care of me until I had a new permanent home with loving parents. 
They brought a whole bunch of stuff to the donation center one day 
too. My message to the other boys and girls there is this; Keep the 
faith, you will be found and adopted soon. There are really nice 
people out here just looking for you.

Hang in there!

Phil & Jonni LaPlante

Hi! to all my old friends at 
FRIENDS OF STRAYS. 
I just wanted to write and 
let you know that I am 
doing well. My momma 
loves me lots, and we have 
so much fun playing 
together. I have lots of 
space to roam around in 
my new home. My
Grandpa has made a 
scratching post and some 
other kittie-safe contrap-
tions that I like to play with. I like to cuddle with my 
Grandma, as you can see in the picture. I have also 
included pictures of me playing “hide and seek” in 
my cubes.

Whew, all this writing is exhausting, I gotta go take 
a nap. My Momma says “thank you” for taking such 
good care of me until I 
was adopted. Hope 
everyone is doing well. 
Lots of love to all!

Love,
Dixon 
(adopted 10/15/06)

Thank You!

Thank you
so much for

my little
boy.

Sincerely,
Shirley Lahr

Atlsen

Simi Ling Lahr
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IN MEMORY OF PEOPLE FROM
Helen Audritsh Stephen Goldsmith
Helen Audritsh Friends & Co-Workers at IRS
Debbie Bond Karen Phillips
Bill & Marj Bray Dorothy Clair
Gertrude Coffman Carolyn Duley
Gertrude Coffman Lynn & Richard Pless
Petey Durham Denise Abramo
James Gatewood Barbara Lance
Clara West Van Hart Esther Marshick
Ron Karnuth Elizabeth Skot
Bill Kunze Janet Nichols
Donald La Plotvey Bette La Plotvey
Donna Landin Janet Norton
Joan Lowery Elizabeth Moyle
Istar Black MacCallum Gail Harrison
Susan Mallison Jardine Dotson
Minnie Reasebeck Elizabeth Moyle
Connie Reed Bob & Jennie Heenan
John Ruquskas Clayla Class
Dr. David Salmon Louisville Bells
Dr. David Salmon Robert Chamberlin
Dr. David Salmon Yarbro
Judy Schwartz Irv Schwartz
Fran Sutcliffe Mary Ellen Early
C.E. Walker Betty Walker
Heidi Wathtler Joyce Knable
Joyce Wright Jean Bomonti
Joyce Wright Pat Brown
Joyce Wright Joyce Cole
Joyce Wright Suzanne LaFrance
Joyce Wright Mildred Lamm
Joyce Wright Harry & Evelyn Morris
Joyce Wright Doris Moses 
Joyce Wright Beverly Passe
Joyce Wright Drue Raylean
Joyce Wright Robert Rushmore
Joyce Wright Lori Stoft

Donations
IN HONOR OF PEOPLE con’t. FROM 
Dr. Susan Beck-Davis Susan Horwitz, MD
Anita Ferron Anita Ferron
Elizabeth Graziano Elizabeth Bunn
Chethana Kamath Esther Howarth
Madelyn Kehrer Janet Norton
Joe Laduke Donna Laduke
Irene Murphy Alexis Durham
Janet Norton Madelyn Kehrer
John & Lenora Scarsi Doris Moses
Glenda Rice Joan Schory

Donations

IN MEMORY OF PETS FROM
Ashley Pat & Lacey White
Bingo & Tacey Don Zarr
Chelsea Suzanne LaFrance
Cracker Joyce Wright
Elka Debbie & Doris Downing
Flea-Bag Kathy Weinroth
Ginger Harry & Evelyn Morris
Herr Schwarze Kunz Pat Brown
Kemper Fernandes Barbara Cohen & Nancy Hart
Kramer Donna Blakeley of Cat Calls
Lady Pat Speaker
Luke Grace Garrison
Marne Lee Regina Sagner
Minnie Pauline Dailey
Mitzi Margaret Matus
Muffy & Molly Don Zarr
O’Rourke  Don & Geri Johnson
Paticas & Lindy Pat Brown
Phantom Joyce Cole
Phantom Lori Stoft
Sasha Tom & Donna Brum� eld
Sau� lle Suzanne LaFrance
Scarlett Donna Blakeley of Cat Calls
Shadow & Ebony Frances Risser
Sidney Sally Ragdale
Snippers Laura Lesieur
Sparky Regina Bailey
Su-Ling Robert & Olivia Sharkey
Trouble Violet Colie
Trusty George Manthos
Zipper Renee Esterbrook
Zippy Connie Robertson

IN HONOR OF PEOPLE FROM
Denise Abramo Alexis Durham
Flora Alt Mary Wells
Deborah Cassistre Alexis Durham
Pearl Cole Jim & Joann Townsend 9


